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Today...

= Waterloo Region Sexual Assault/Domestic
Violence Treatment Centre

= Unique role for social work

m Clinical response

m Team model

= Community model

= Education and advocacy

= Discussion

Who we are

m One of 35 centres in Ontario

m Team of nurses, social workers & physicians

m On call 24/7 to respond to victims of domestic
violence or sexual assault

m Also available office hours for consultation and

counselling

m Offer training in the community, present to a
variety of groups on issues of sexual and
intimate partner violence




Waterloo Region Sexual
Assault/Domestic Violence
Treatment Centre

= Operate out of 2 local hospitals

= Based on feedback and input from women
in our community

= Designed to decrease and/or eliminate
barriers to service

m Barriers include...?




Sexual Assault Domestic Violence

m By definition — any = [ntimate partner
unwanted contact of a violence i.e., husband,
sexual nature: boyfriend, ex-husband,
fondling, kissing, ex-boyfriend, same
forced intercourse sex relationships

= We see men, women = Abuse may be
and children who emotional, verbal,
have been sexually financial, physical
assaulted = All women 16 yrs and

over screened at triage

Sexual Assault Definition...

m Sexual assault is any form of unwanted sexual
activity including fondling, touching, and/or
penetration that is forced upon another person
without that person's consent.

Consent is an active choice and the voluntary
agreement of two adults to engage in sexual
activity. Someone who is under the influence of
medication, drugs/alcohol is not in the position to
give consent.

= Community Legal Education Ontario. (2001, July). Sex, young people and the law. Toronto.
Ontario. http:/Awww.cleo.on.ca.

Options for care...

Crisis support
Provide information
Police involvement

Preventative
medication

m Forensic evidence
collection

Counselling




Myths, misconceptions and
psycho-education

= A lot of what we do is dispelling myths
= What is sexual assault?
= Who is sexually assaulted?
= Who sexually assaults?
= ‘Myth of the hymen’
= Cognitive work ~ responsibility

Impact

Public Education and Awareness

= Rethinking
“prevention”

m Targeting high
schools, colleges,
universities

= Need to have
‘champions’

m Focus on what is real
and relevant...

n Frank video?
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Men can stop rape.

Domestic Violence

Domestic violence is any use of
physical or sexual force, actual or
threatened, in an intimate
relationship. Although both men and
women can be victims of domestic
violence, the overwhelming majority
of this violence involves abusing
women.

Descriptive Factors of all
Domestic Violence
Fatalities (2002-2007)

Annual Report of the Domestic Violence Death Review Committee - 2008




Types of Violence and Control

Options for care...

Crisis support
Provide information
Police involvement
Injury documentation
Counselling

Family Violence Project

SA/DV Treatment Centre

Mosaic Counselling Services

Mosaic Credit Counselling

Community Action Program for

Children

Elder Abuse Response Team

Community Care Access Centrd

Victim Services Unit

Victim Services of Waterloo

Region

Women'’s Crisis Services of

Waterloo Region

WRPS Domestic Violence
Investigation Unit

Family and Children Services

Domestic Violence Team

400 Queen Street South, Kitchener + DV Crown Attomey’s Office
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Barriers to leaving

m Fear of more violence m Isolation

m Shame/humiliation = Immigration issues

m Believes she’s partly = Loss of social status
[ ]

to blame Immobilized by
= Hope that he will psychological trauma
change m Belief that marriage is
m Fear of losing children until death
= Family pressures = Financial controls
= Religious = Unaware of laws

beliefs/pressures

Common Risk Factors from
DVDRC Review

Annual Report of the Domestic Violence Death Review Committee - 2008

Importance for social workers
and social service workers

= Impacts all areas of practice
= Awareness of the issue is key
= Risk always a consideration

= Huge systemic costs

= Often not identified by victims
= behaviour must be labeled
m those from healthy families




Public Education and Awareness

m Clear, specific, m“‘In rea[ity, to
relevant . .
o remain neutral is to

= Rethinking language

m Targeting youth collude with the

= Educating community ~ abusive man,

partners whether or not that
Seamless approach

We all need to know

. »
is your goal.

Lundy Bancroft

Intervention with youth...

Only half of all kids 11-14 claim to know the warning
signs of a bad/hurtful relationship

2in 5 kids 11-14 in relationships know friends who have
been verbally abused -called names, put down, or
insulted - via cell phone, MSN, Facebook, etc

More than 1 in 3 teens report that their partners wanted
to know where they were and who they were with all the
time

Among teens who took a course on dating abuse, 75%
say it helped them learn about the signs of abusive
relationships

www.loveisnotabuse.com
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HONEYMOON
Victims Response:
# sets up counseling for him
« drops legal proceedings
» agrees to return, stay

or take him back

TENSION
BUILDING
Victims Response:
= attempts to calm
« tries to reason

Abuser:
= apologizes

« promises won't
happen again s tries
to justify his behavior

Abuser:
« sensitive
« nitpicks « yelling

« withholds affection

» putdowns e threatens

s
» forgives » blames drugs or alcahol | * crazy making behavior \ food v
+ hopeful « declares love s wants, o destroys property » agrees with
¢ refieved to be intimate » bu « accusations of » avaidance
* happy gifts « pramises to unfaithfulness « withdraws
get help « promises  isolates her « compliant
to go to church » engaging her « nurtures
« enlists family to argue
support + cries # ADUSEr! verbally abuses:
« threatens humiliates « slap « punch » kict
suicide /= choke » grab e forces sex » beats
» prevents her from calling police
leaving e harasses & abuses children o
rEstrains e spits » stalks « use of
weapans « objects
thrown
ACUTE EXPLOSION
Victims Response;
Adapted from Lenare Walker « protects self any way s to reason & calm

The Battered Woman, 1373 « may or may not call police « leaves s fights back

Roles




Web Sites

www.keepingsafe.ca
www.neighboursfriendsandfamilies.on.ca
www.fvpwaterloo.ca
www.sexualityandu.ca
www.scarleteen.com
www.rfsu.se/Bildbank/Dokument/Praktikor/praktika-
Vaginal_corona2009.pdf?epslanguage=en
www.mystrength.org

Wwww.metrac.org

WWW.0wjn.org

www.sacc.to

www.ontla.on.callibrary/repository/ser/243013//2009.pdf
www.mindyourmind.ca

QUESTIONS?

sgallagher@smagh.ca




